ed dress art installations are
drawing attention to
countless North American
Indigenous women,
girls and “two-spirit

people” who have disappeared or

been found murdered over the

last 40 years. Here are just two

recent installations that were

in the Escarpment area.

Both installations were inspired by Jaime Black,
a Métis artist who founded the REDress Project
in 2010 to inspire other artists to use the
colour red to draw attention to missing and
murdered Indigenous women. Red is thought
to be the only colour that spirits can see.

. “The Promenade of Pain” floated in Burlington’s

Spencer Smith Park from Oct. 3 to 16, 2020, and
was created by Burlington artist Amber Ruthart,
a First Nations member of White Bear Clan.
“Whether they flutter in the wind or drape
eerily still, the dresses are not what haunts
you but rather the absence of those who wore
them,” notes Angela Paparizo, manager of arts
and culture with the City of Burlington.
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<A girl’s-sized dress represents
the harm done to the youngest
1 of females.

¥ Red ribbons tied around White Pines with reconstructed longhouses in the background
at Crawford Lake.

“Red Ribbons”
“We had many consultations
with our grandmothers,
spiritual healers, elders and
knowledge holders who
told us that hanging the red
dresses brings the spirits of
the women back,” says Sherry
Saevil, an Indigenous educator
with Halton Catholic District
School Board, who helped
organize an installation at
Crawford Lake near Milton.
Instead of hanging red
dresses, they invited visitors to
tie red cloth around a White
Pine, a symbol of peace, and
take a moment of silence.
This installation was held
from Oct. 4 to Nov. 25, 2020.
“It is important for the
general public to know about
the colonial violence against
our women,” adds Sherry,
“and to stand in solidarity to
end this violence. Why do
Indigenous women and girls
go missing on a daily basis
without police intervention
and public outcry to demand
that this must stop?”

Continued on page 55

WINTER 2020-21 o~ Niagara Escarpment Views 53



A ) ’
THE SEASON OF GIVING 5 : ,, S }% o2 e
Al's Lawnmower
1421 Grahams Lane, Burlington

905.634.2800
www.alslawnmower.ca

GREAT HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS

FOR ALL AGES

o i Rl ‘ :
ame G 34 2 ‘ ESR

#0420 360 0010 E & R Lawn Equipment
4374 Drummond Rd.

TOY CHAIN - $Z995 & TR i ey 3 |
s 32 B R B Niagara Falls, ON

== ; A A www.eandrlawnequipment.ca
MS 170 SAVE 30 _ ,
Bt R s2BQ9s Pic's
30.1CC-1.3KW-3.9KG/8.6 LBD MSRP $289.95 NOTOR CLINIC
E with 16" bar
Pic’s Motor Clinic
(905) 892-3041
y é ) , 2514 Hwy 20 East, Fonthill, ON
RECEIVE A / ; (i 3 Jy o www.picsmotorclinic.com
FREE WOOD-PRO™ KIT (f > oy d
R e e (! y W fs gL & @V:E
ey o .. % ' P @ LANDSCAPE
i : : VSR A% ‘ EQUIPMENT
femoc lEmE R e Rt : Hamilton 905-628-3055
EIOEOE | smcam WWW.STIHLCA g Mississauga 905-569-2055

www.WPEequipment.ca

7‘, Y b = \
Continued from page 53

WINTER 2020-21 o~ Niagara Escarpment Views 5§55



